STROOD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

LOWER  DIVISION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1910 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  above-mentioned  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  38th  Annual  Report  as  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  of 
the  Lower  Division  of  your  District. 


P(3PULATI0N. 

The  Poimlation  is  estimated  to  have  been  at  the  middle  of  1910  as  follows  : 


Whole  district  ...  ...  ...  11,100 

Of  Localities — 

Cliffe  ...  ...  ...  2,666 

Cnxton  ...  ...  ...  637 

Frindsbury  Extra  ...  ...  ...  2,715 

Hailing  ...  ...  ...  2,741 

Higham  ...  ...  ...  1,775 

Strood  Extra  ...  ...  ...  566 


The  population  of  all  the  Localities,  except  Hailing,  is  taken  to  be  the  same  as  in  1909. 
This  conclusion  is  arrived  at  by  observation  of  empty  houses  and  considerations  as  to  local  employ¬ 
ment.  At  Hailing,  which  hamlet  is  largely  occupied  by  cement  workers,  trade  has  slightly 
improved  during  the  year,  and  it  is  thought  that  there  is  probably  some  increase  in  the  population. 
The  whole  is  possibly  an  over-estimate,  but  the  approaching  Census  will  clear  up  the  point. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  170.  In  1909  it 
was  182. 

Trade  is  slowly  improving  in  certain  parts  of  the  district,  notably  Cuxtoii  and  Hailing,  but 
not  so  much  at  present  as  to  materially  influence  the  population. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  district,  and  of  its  separate  localities,  are  set  forth  in  the  Tables 
appended  to  this  Report. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  8*8  per  looo. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  24*1  per  1000. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  100*7  1000  births  registered. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  was  *27  per  1000. 

The  following  are  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1910. 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

(all  causes) 

(Zymotic) 

Mortality. 

England  and  Wales 

21*8 

13*4 

*99 

106 

77  great  Towns 

25*0 

i3’4 

1*23 

1 36  smaller  Towns 

237 

12*4 

*88 

104 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  213  towns 

25*0 

13*6 

74 

96 

Strood  Rural,  Lower  Division 

24*1 

8*8 

*27 

100*7 
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Tlie  Death  Rate  is  the  lowest  but  two  on  record,  and  is  '5  higher  than  in  1909,  and  'o  than 
in  1908.  It  is  I '8  under  the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  in  tlie  previous  four  years,  and  has  risen  to  1007  per  1000  births 
registered.  The  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  is  97 '5.  Towards  this  mortality,  ont  of  a  total 
of  27  deaths,  9  are  credited  to  Premature  Birth,  and  7  to  Convulsions.  The  Notification  of  Births 
Act  is  not  in  force  in  your  area,  aud  I  am  unable  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
Midwives’  service  of  the  district,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council.  As  will  be 
seen  from  Table  IV,  there  were  no  deaths  from  Epidemic  Diarrhcea,  a  satisfactory  record,  probabh- 
due  to  the  wet  Summer  and  Autumn. 


THE  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  24'!,  being  the  lowest  on  record,  and  47  under  the  average  of  the  preceding 
10  years.  This  is  not  a  sign  upon  which  any  community  could  congratulate  itself,  but  conditions 
in  this  respect  may  possibly  amend  with  improving  trade  and  consequent  employment. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Five  cases  were  notified  and  one  removed  to  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths.  In  Septem¬ 
ber  an  arrangement  was  made  for  the  supply  of  Anti-Diphtheritic  Serum.  A  constant  supply  is 
kept  b>'  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  his  house,  and  can  be  obtained  there,  free  of  cost  if 
necessary. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  seventeen  cases  notified  and  sixteen  were  removed  to  Hospital.  There  were  no 
deaths.  P'ourteen  cases  out  of  the  seventeen  arose  in  Highani.  The  first  of  these  occurred  on  May 
i8th  and  the  last  on  December  25th.  There  were  five  in  September  and  six  in  December.  The 
premises  in  which  these  cases  occurred  were  disinfected  by  formalin  lamps  immediately  after 
removal  of  the  patient  to  Hospital,  and  in  most  cases  the  wall  paper  subsequent!}'  stripped,  ceilings 
white-washed  and  wood-work  scrubbed. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Two  cases  arose,  one  of  which  was  removed  to  Hospital.  There  was  one  death.  One 
patient  came  into  the  district  already  incubating  Typhoid  Fever,  and  it  was  impossible  to  trace  the 
source  of  infection  in  the  other  case. 


PHTHISIS. 

There  is  no  voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis  in  the  district.  Three  cases  were  notified 
under  the  Poor  Law  Regulations,  all  living  in  their  own  premises.  These  cases  were  visited, 
advised  as  to  their  management,  provided  with  disinfectant  and  cautionary  literature.  Five  deaths 
from  Phthisis  were  registered  during  the  year.  There  is  no  immediate  notification  of  deaths  from 
Phthisis,  and  no  steps  of  disinfection  are  undertaken  after  death.  There  is  no  system  of  Veterinary 
inspection  of  Milch  Cows  in  the  District. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  and  two  from  Whooping  Cough.  There  is  no  regular 
system  of  notification  of  Infectious  Disease  (other  than  those  scheduled  under  the  notification  of 
Infectious  Diseases’  Act),  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Schools  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Such  an  arrangement  is  the  most  effective  method  of  apprising  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to 
the  prevalence  of  these  diseases  in  the  district,  and  should  be  in  force. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  last  eight  }'ears. 

Year  ...  Cases. 

1903  ...  47 

1904  ...  49 

1905  ...  109 

1906  ...  77 

1907  ...  37 

1908  ...  86 

1909  ...  49 

1910  ...  36 
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PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  seven  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District.  Medical  inspection  of  school  children 
was  carried  out  by  me  until  the  end  of  the  year,  but  on  the  ist  of  Tannary,  iqii,  was  taken  over  bv 
the  County  Council. 

During  the  year  under  review,  all  entrants  and  leavers  were  inspected.  No  School  Nurse 
was  employed,  andpio  arrangements  were  made  for  following  np  the  defective  cases  to  their  homes. 
The  sanitary  conditions  of  each  school  were  inspected  and  reported  on.  No  considerable  defects 
were  discovered.  All  schools  have  an  ample  water  supply,  provided  by  one  or  other  of  the  public 
companies  mentioned  in  another  part  of  the  Report.  The  closets  are  of  two  types,  trough  and  earth. 
There  are  no  privies. 

No  Schools  were  closed  for  infections  diseases  during  the  year. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Ninety-five  inspections  were  made,  eleven  written  notices  sent,  eleven  defects  were  found,  all 
of  which  have  been  remedied.  The  defects  were  ;  want  of  cleanliness  4,  breach  of  special  sanitar\' 
requirements  for  bake  houses  5  and  other  nuisances  2.  There  are  31  workshops  on  the  register,  and, 
as  far  as  known,  no  outworkers. 


BAKE  HOUSES. 

There  are  17  bake  houses  in  the  district,  none  of  which  are  nndergronnd.  They  coinph- 
generally  with  the  regulations,  and  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  are  eight  in  number,  and  have  been  systematically  inspected.  On  the  whole,  thev  are 
in  good  condition,  both  structurally  and  froin  a  point  of  view  of  cleanliness.  No  regular  inspekioii 
takes  place  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  does  not  possess  a  special 
certificate  in  meat  inspection,  but  he  has  considerable  knowledge  on  the  matter. 


During  the  year,  the  following  were  condemned,  and  destroyed  by  being  buried  in 
quicklime : 


2  Carcases  of  beef.  Tuberculosis. 

I  ,,  beef,  extensive  bruises  and  mutilation. 

I  ,,  pork.  Tuberculosis. 

I  ,,  mutton.  Bladder  Worm. 

All  these  were  surrendered  by  the  various  owners,  and  no  prosecutions  were  necessary. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  27  Cowsheds  and  3  Milk  Shops  in  the  District.  All  have  been  systematically 
inspected  and  Model  Regulations  are  now  in  force  with  regard  to  the  former.  The  general  condition 
of  the  Cowsheds  is  fairly  satisfactory.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report, 
occasional  pressure  has  to  be  brought  to  bear  in  the  direction  of  cleansing  and  liniewashing,  and  the 
Cowkeeper  has  still  much  to  learn  with  regard  to  grooming  of  cows,  cleaning  of  udders  and  teats 
and  personal  cleanliness  of  the  milker. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  public  supply  is  from  the  Higliam  and  Hundred  of  Hoo,  and  the  Mid-Kent  Companies. 
There  has  been  considerable  extension  of  the  service  of  these  Companies  during  the  year,  and  the 
water  supplied  by  them  is,  with  an  exception  to  which  attention  is  drawn  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report,  of  satisfactory  quality.  Careful  observation  is  kept  over  the  water  of  the  private  wells  in  the 
District,  and  five,  as  will  appear  later,  have  been  found  to  be  grossly  polluted.  Steps  are  being 
taken  with  a  view  to  closing  tiiese  wells  and  putting  on  the  public  service. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Scheme  referred  to  in  my  last  Report,  for  a  Water  Carried  vSewage  System  for  Hailing 
has  been  adopted,  and  is  now  about  to  be  advertised  for  the  Contract.  In  all  other  parts  of  the 
District  the  system  is  by  Cesspools  and  Open  Privies.  There  are  more  W.C.'s  atid  Cesspools  than 
Open  Privies.  During  the  year  16  privies  were  converted  into  W.C.’s  and  7  into  earth  closets. 
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HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT,  1910. 

Eleven  houses  at  Frindsbury  Extra  were  closed  under  this  Act.  Fourteen  additional  dwelling 
houses  liav'e  been  inspected,  and  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 


No  houses  were  closed  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes’  Act  during  the  year. 


Attached  to  this  Report  are  the  Tables  recpiired  by  the  Local  Governinent  Board,  and  the 
Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROBERT  ROSS  BROWN. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30145090 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1910,  for  the 

STROOD  RURAL  LOWER  DIVISION, 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.— Inspection, 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

(>1 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Wiitten  Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

22 

Nil. 

Workshops  (includir.g  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 

included  in  Part  3  ot  this  report) 

73 

1  I 

Nil. 

Total 

95 

I  I 

Nil. 

2.— Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

(b 


JSluisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  ot  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  Nuisances 

insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodation.^  unsuitable  or  defective 

not  separate  for  sexes 


Number  of  Defects. 


Pound. 

(2) 


Remedied. 

(3) 


_  1  Number  id 

Refen  ed  to  Ipiosecutious 
H.M.  I 

Inspector,  j 

(4)  I  (5) 


4 


Nil 


Nil 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act :  — 


Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  lOi) 


Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake¬ 
houses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

5 

5 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which  are 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  report) 

Total... 

1 1 

1  I 

Nil 

Nil 
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Dat.',  iqir.  (Signature)  ROBERT  ROSS  BROWN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  previous  Years. 

^ame  of  District — STKOOD  RUKAL  (  Lower  Division). 


’ 

Rirths 

Total  Deaths 

Registered  in 

Total 

Deaths  of 

Deaths  of 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 

THE  District. 

Nou- 

Residents 

AGES  BELONGING  TO 

Deaths 

registered 
in  Public 

THE  District. 

Population 

Undci  I  Year  of  A^e. 

At  all  Ages. 

IN 

registered 

Year. 

estimated 

' 

Public 

in  Public 

Institu- 

to  middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Number 

Rate* 

Number. 

Rate  per 

1 ,000 
Births 

Number. 

Rate* 

Institu¬ 

tions 

IN  the 

Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 

tions 

beyond 

the 

Number. 

Rate* 

registered. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

1 2 

>3 

1 900 

9902 

289 

29*0 

35 

I  2  I  2 

129 

13-0 

129 

130 

1901 

10045 

351 

349 

44 

125-0 

*25 

12-4 

*25 

12-4 

1902 

10165 

3*8 

31-2 

30 

9+’3 

1*5 

II-3 

1*5 

**•3 

1903 

10282 

330 

271 

34 

103-0 

III 

10-7 

III 

10-7 

0 

0 

0 

1904 

10409 

321 

30-8 

29 

90-3 

1 16 

I  l-l 

3 

1— 1 

3 

a 

1 16 

III 

C/) 

C/) 

ro 

0 

1905 

10544 

329 

31-2 

37 

1 12-4 

*25 

II-8 

c 

c 

125 

1 1  -8 

0’ 

0 

♦ 

1906 

10689 

279 

26'I 

34 

121-8 

109 

10-2 

3 

3 

CD 

P- 

109 

10-2 

1907 

10836 

282 

26’0 

16 

567 

104 

9‘5 

104 

9-5 

1908 

10940 

300 

27-4 

•9 

63’3 

90 

8-2 

90 

8-2 

1909 

1 1077 

274 

247 

24 

87-5 

92 

8-3 

92 

8-3 

Averages 
for  years 
1900-1909 

10488 

307 

28-8 

30 

97'5 

III 

10*6 

1 1 1 

10-6 

1910 

1 1 100 

268 

24'1 

27 

1007 

98 

8-8 

98 

8-8 

*Rates  in  Columns  4  and  8  should  be  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross  population.  In  districts  in  which 
large  public  institutions  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Column  13  may  be  calculated  on  a  nett  population, 
obtained  by  deducting  from  the  estimated  gross  population  the  average  number  of  inmates  not  belonging  to  the  district  in 
such  institutions. 

Note. — 'fhe  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as 
having  actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column 
7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Colunm  1 1. 

By  the  term  “  Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying 
in  public  institutions  there  \  and  by  the  term  “  Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “  Public  institutions  ”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are 
habitually  received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums.  A  list  of  the 
Institutions  in  respect  of  the  deaths  in  which  corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 


C/3 

D 

(/3 

r-* 

33 

u 


o 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  f 
of  area  covered  by  water).  | 


16.000 


Total  Population  at  all  ages,  10,045 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,959 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5-1 


[see  over. 


I. 

II. 

III. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  District. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in 
which  have  been  distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the  District. 

Union  Workhouse,  Strood, 
in  the  City  of  Rochester. 

Is  the.  Union  Workhouse 

within  the  District  ?  No. 

\ 


V 


TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1910  and  previous  years. 

Name  of  District. — STEOOD  KURAL  (Lower  Division). 
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TABLE  III.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  daring  the  Year  1910. 

Name  of  District.— RURAL  (LOWER  DIVISION). 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1910. 
Name  of  District — STROOD  RURAL  (Lower  Division). 

(See  Notes  at  Back). 


1 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  in  or  heyond  the  District 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Residents”  belonging  to  | 

Localities,  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  1 

District.  | 

Total  Deaths 
whether  5 
Residents’  or 

Causes  of  Death.  I 
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All  U 
ges«  I 
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nder 
Year  u 
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nder  ui 

5-  i 
^  1 

and  15 
ider  u 
IS. 
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and  2, 
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and  6‘ 
nde 

65.  W 
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I  I 

1  "  Hailing 
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03 
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■§  “ 

0  >4 

SI 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1  1 

19 

Von-Residents  ’ 
n  Public  Insti¬ 
tutions  in  the 
District. 

20 

Small-pox...  ...  •••  1 

i 

1 

1 

Measles  ...  •••  •••  I 

1 

Scarlet  fever  ...  •••I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

j 

Whooping-cough  ...  ... 

2 

2 

1 

I 

I 

1 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 1 
branous  croup)...  ...  I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Croup  ...  •••  ■••I 

/  Typhus  ...  •••  I 

Fever  |  Enteric  ...  •••  I 

(  Other  continued...  1 
Epidemic  influenza  ...  I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 

Cholera  ...  ...  •••  I 

Plague 

1 

1 

i 

) 

1  Diarrhoea,  {See  notes  at 

1  back)  ... 

1 

i 

1  Enteritis  {See  notes  at  back) 

1  Gastritis.  (.S^?^  notes  at  back.) 

I 

I 

I  1 

i 

1  Puerperal  fever.  {See  notes 

1  at  back.)  ...  ••• 

1 

I  Erysipelas...  ...  ... 

1  Phthisis  (PulmonaryTuber- 
1  culosis)  ...  ... 

5 

5 

2 

2 

I 

I  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

4 

I 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

1  {See  notes  at  back.)  ... 

7 

5 

2 

I 

4 

2 

1  Bronchitis  ... 

5 

2 

2 

I 

I 

3 

I 

1  Pneumonia 

9 

I 

3 

3 

2 

2 

I 

2 

3 

I 

1  Pleurisy 

1  Other  diseases  of  Respira- 
1  tory  organs 

1  ^ 

I 

1 

I 

I 

1  Alcoholism  1 

1  Cirrhosis  of  liver) 

1  I 

I 

I 

1  Venereal  diseases 

I 

I 

I 

1  Premature  birth  ... 

9 

9 

I 

I 

4 

I 

2 

1  Diseases  and  accidents  of 

1  parturition 

1 

1  Heart  diseases 

6 

4 

2 

I 

I 

4 

1  Accidents  ... 

8 

I 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

I 

1  Suicides 

2 

2 

I 

I 

1  All  other  causes . 

34 

12 

I 

I 

I 

7 

12 

10 

8 
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1 

1  All  causes  ... 

98 
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4 

33 

25 

22 

1  5 

1  27 

1  27 

!  IS 
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1 
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NOTES  TO  TABLES  IV.  AND  V. 


(t\  See  notes  on  Table  I.  as  to  the  meaning  of  “Residents”  and  “  Non-residents,”  and  as  to  the 
ii)  S’®®  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables.  The 

“  Localities”  in  Table  IV.  should  be  the  same  as  those  m  Tables  II.  and  ill. 

Irl  All  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  situated  within  the  district,  whether  of  “  Residents”  or 
(r)  All  deaths  occun mg  i  note  (a),  to  be  entered  in  he 

last  column  of  Table  IV.  The  total  number  in  this  column  should  equal  the  figures  for  the 
year  in  column  9,  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “  Localities  ”  in  columns  9- 15  of  Table  IV.  should  equal  those  for 
(d)  Tte  ‘OM  deaths^mjh  ^  sub-columns  e.  The  total  deaths  at  all  ages  tn 

coluL  2  of  Table  IV.  should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9-15,  and  tho  figures  for  the  year 

in  column  12  of  Table  I. 


M  Tinder  the  headine  of  “  Diarrhoea  ”  are  to  be  included  deaths  registered  as  due  to  Epidemic 
^  ^  diarrhoea  Epfdemic  enteritis,  Infective  enteritis,  Zymotic  enterit  s.  Summer  diarrhoea. 
Dysentery  ai^d  Dysenteric  diarrhoea,  Choleraic  diarrhoea,  Cholera  (other  than  Asiatic  or 
epidemic),  and  Cholera  Nostras. 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined  disease  should  be  included  under 
the  latter. 

Deaths  from  Enteritis,  Muco-Enteritis,  Gastro-Enteritis,  and  Gastritis  (see  under  the  headi^ 
Diurrhmal  Dbeuses  in  Table  V,)  in  Tables  IV.  and  V.  should  be  placed  immediately  below, 
hut  separately  from,  those  euumerated  under  the  heading  Diarrhma  as  defined  by  enumeration 
above.*^  This^is  particularly  important  for  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  ‘^e  deaths 

in  infancy  return^  as  due  lo  enteritis  are  real  y  caused  by  Epidemic  D;«rhoea 
ofyears,  by  the  adoption  of  this  recommendation,  it  will  be  practicable  to  ascertain  th 
probable  amount  of  transfer  between  these  different  headings. 

Under  theheadin^rs  of  “  Cancer”  and  “  Puerperal  fever  ”  should  be  included  all  registered  deaths 
W  Luses  within  these  general  terms.  Thus:  Under  ‘‘Cancer”  should  be 

included  deaths  fTom  Cancer,  Carcinoma,  Malignant  disease.  Scirrbus,  Epithelionm,  barcoma, 
VTlSttour!  iTpapilloma  of  bladder,  Eodent  ulcer,  ^nderj  Puerpera  Fev^^^^^^  are 
to  be  included  deaths  from  Pymmia,  Septicaemia,  Sapraemia,  Pelvic  peritonitis,  .t'eri 
Endo-Metritis  occurring  in  the  Puerperium. 


(p\  Under  “  Congenital  Defects  ”  in  Table  V.  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Atelectasis,  Icterus 
neonatorum,  Navel  hemorrhage.  Malformations  and  Congenital  hydrocephalus. 


(h)  Under  “  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ”  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  acute  hydrocephalus. 

(i)  Under  “  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases”  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Tuberculosis, 
^  ^  Tuberculosis  of  bones,  joints  and  other  organs,  Lupus  and  Scrofula. 


(r)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest^ cases  are  to  be  classed 
as  “  Certified  ”  ;  all  other  deaths  are  to  h  e  regarded  as  Uncertified. 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I,,  II.,  III.,  IV.  and  V.,  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 


ROSS  BROWN,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March,  1911. 


TABLE  V. 

fiTROOl)  RURAL  DISTRICT  (LOWER  DIVISION). 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year,  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Agre. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


All  )  Certified 
Causes.  ^  Uncertified... 


i.  Common 
Infectious 
Diseases. 


Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  (including 
branous  Croup)  ... 
Whooping  Cough  ... 


•Mem 


/  Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

ii.  Diarrhceal  (Enteritis,  Muco- enteritis,  ( 
Diseases.  )  Gastro-enteritis) 

f See  Notes  to  j  Gastritis,  Gastro-  f 

Table  IV.)  \  intestinal  Catarrh  ( 


iii.  Waistini; 

o 

Diseases. 


IV.  Tuberculous 
Diseases. 


V.  Other 
Causes. 


Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects... 

Injury  at  Birth 
Want  of  Breast-milk,  | 
Starvaion  < 
Atrophy,  Debility,  f 

Marasmus) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  :  | 
Tabes  Mesenterica  | 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

/Erysipelas 
‘  Syphilis 
Rickets 

Meningitis  (uot  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia  ... 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  Causes 
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District  of  Strood  Rur.-\l  (Lower  Division). 

Births  in  the  year  *  I'fghmiate,  25, 
(Illegitimate,  9 


Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1910),  ll,lOO 

„  ,  .  ,  ,  i  Legitimate  Infants,  26 

Deaths  m  the  year  of  I  ,,,  •  •  .  . 

(  Illegitimate  Infants,  2 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  98 
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SANITAfiY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

0/  the  Salutary  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  ending  Dcccniber  31^/,  1910. 


8,  Goddington  Road, 

Strood,  Rochester,' 

January^  1911. 

To  the  Chainnan  and  Members  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Third  Auuual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  carried 
out  during  the  year  ending  December,  1910. 

NUISANCES. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  daily  inspections  of  the  District  and  have  found  it  necessary  to 
serve  229  Preliminary  Notices  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  and  other  causes  of  complaint. 
Sanitary  defects  and  other  matters  to  the  nmnber  of  479  were  dealt  with,  details  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  attached  tabulated  Summary  of  Nuisances. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  large  majority  of  defects  were  remedied  without  an)’ 
turther  action  being  taken  than  intimating  their  existence  to  the  persons  responsible.  No  legal 
proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 

NOTIFICATION  ACT. 

During  the  year  82  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz.  :  Scarlet  Fever,  51, 
Diphtheria,  15,  Erysipelas,  10,  Enteric,  3,  Phthisis,  3.  Total  82. 

This  is  an  increase  of  8  on  the  number  reported  for  the  previous  year,  when  74  were  notified. 

Fifty-two  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Council’s  Hospital  at  Denton. 

I  have  visited  the  whole  of  the  cases  and  supplied  disinfectants  where  necessary,  and  have 
acted  under  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  taking  the  necessary  precautions  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

I  also  made  an  inspection  of  the  premises  where  the  case  was  reported,  also  of  the  property 
adjoining,  in  addition  I  scrutinized  the  Milk  Supply,  with  a  view  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  source 
of  infection.  Any  sanitary  defects  found  were  remedied. 

The  Meopham  and  Shorne  Schools  were  closed  and  disinfected  by  order  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


I  append  a  table  shewing  the  nature  of  each  notification  and  the  parish  in  which  they 
occurred. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Thirteen  samples  of  Water  have  been  submitted  for  Analysis  during  the  year,  viz.  : — 

2  from  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company’s  Supply. 

2  ,,  Gravesend  and  Milton  Water  Company’s  Supply. 

2  „  Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Water  Company’s  Supply. 

1  ,,  Supply  at  Beacon  Hill  Tea  Rooms,  Upnor. 

2  „  Wells  at  Rye  Street  PMrm,  Rye  Street,  CHffe. 

I  „  Well  at  Rye  Street  Farm  Cottages,  Cliffe. 

I  „  „  Smith’s  Cottage,  Rye  Street,  Cliffe. 

I  „  „  Walnut  Tree  Cottage,  Rye  Street,  Cliffe. 

I  „  „  Ivy  House,  Rye  Street,  Cliffe. 
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The  four  samples  from  the  Mid-Kent  and  Gravesend  and  Milton  Water  Companies,  and  one 
sample  from  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Company,  were  certified  to  be  excellent  drinkine- 
waters. 


The  Analyst,  in  his  report  of  the  second  sample  of  water  from  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of 
Hoo  Company’s  mains,  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Chlorine  figure  was  rather  high,  and 
pointed  out  that  a  reason  should  be  sought  for,  as  Chlorine  pointed  to  sewage  contamination,  unless 
geologically  explainable.  A  copy  of  the  report  was  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Company, 
calling  his  attention  to  the  Analyst’s  remarks,  and  asking  what  observations  he  had  to  make  upon 
the  matter.  In  his  reply  he  stated  that  the  difference  in  the  quantity  of  Chlorine  in  the  samples  was 
accounted  for  by  the  geological  formation  under  which  the  waters  were  raised.  A  copy  or  the  last 
Analyst’s  report  to  the  Directors  of  the  Higham  Company’s  Water  was  also  enclosed,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  water  was  perfectly  good  and  satisfactory.  Under  the  circumstances  the  Council 
decided  to  take  no  further  action  in  the  matter. 

The  sample  from  the  Beacon  Hill  Tea  Rooms,  Upnor,  Frindsbury,  could  only  be  regarded  as 
a  second  rate  water,  and  there  appeared  to  be  but  small  evidence  of  pollution  and  certainly  not  of  a 
character  sufficient  to  condemn  the  supply. 


The  two  samples  from  the  Wells  at  Rye  Street  Farm,  Cliffe,  were  both  reported  to  be  polluted 
and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  One  of  the  samples  was  taken  from  a  new  well  which  was 
constructed  by  the  Owner,  with  the  view  of  providing  the  Farm  with  a  supply  of  wholesome  water. 

The  samples  from  the  Wells  at  Rye  Street  Farm  Cottages,  Walnut  Tree  Cottages,  and 
Smith’s  Cottage  were  also  reported  to  be  polluted  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  the  remaining 
sample  from  the  Well  at  Ivy  House  was  reported  to  be  a  safe  drinking  water. 

No  definite  action  has  been  taken  in  the  cases  of  the  polluted  supplies,  one  of  the  Owners 
having  suggested  that  the  Council  let  the  matter  stand  over  until  the  January  Meeting,  so  that  he 
could  produce  the  report  of  an  independent  Analyst,  to  whom  he  had  submitted  a  sample  from  the 
new  Well  for  analysis.  This  course  was  adopted. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  a  question  arose  as  to  the  expediency  of  sealing  samples  of 
water  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  Analysis,  and  it  was  decided  that  all  future 
samples  be  sealed  when  taken. 


In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  cases,  two  others  came  under  my  notice,  in  which  the  only 
supply  was  rain  water,  and  as  the  Tanks  or  Cisterns  were  ill-constructed,  and  the  quantity,  at  times, 
insufficient,  I  advised  the  Owners  to  lay  on  the  water  from  the  public  supply,  which  they  consented 
to  do. 


SUAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  are  at  present  13  Eicensed  and  2  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  within  the  District. 

Nine  notices  were  served  during  the  year  for  Cleansing  and  Eimewashing  and  other  sanitary 
defects,  8  of  which  have  been  attended  to,  leaving  one  upon  the  books  to  be  complied  with. 

One  application  was  received  for  a  Horse  Slaughterer’s  License,  but  the  Council  were 
generally  of  the  opinion  that  neither  the  premises  nor  the  locality  were  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  the 
proposed  business,  and  the  License  was  not  granted. 

The  whole  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  and  Butchers’  Shops  have  been  visited  by  me  frequently 
during  the  year,  and  I  have  always  made  a  point  of  examining  the  Animals  killed  and  any  meat 
deposited  or  exposed  for  sale,  and  the  following  was  condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  viz.  : — 

3  carcases  of  Beef. 

I  carcase  of  Pork. 

I  carcase  of  Mutton. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDER. 

During  the  year  5  applications  have  been  received  for  Registration  under  this  Order,  making 
the  total  number  of  registered  persons  in  the  District  53. 
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Five  persons  have  been  taken  off  the  register,  having  given  up  the  business  or  left  the 
District.  I  have  made  repeated  inspections  of  the  whole  of  the  premises,  and  have  had  occasion  to 
serve  13  notices  for  cleansing  and  limewashing  and  other  sanitary  defects,  and  with  one  exception 
all  have  been  complied  with.  In  the  case  of  the  one  exception  I  nnderstand  that  plans  will  shortly 
be  submitted  for  the  recoiistrnction  of  the  Dairy  and  Cowshed. 

Roth  the  Medical  Officers  and  myself  have  experienced  great  difficulty  in  some  instances  in 
inducing  the  Cowkeepers  to  properly  groom  and  cleanse  the  Cows  Udders  and  Hindquarters  before 
milking.  Three  Cowkeepers  were  written  to  and  cautioned. 

The  Council  have  this  year  adopted  Model  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowshed  and 
IMilkshops  Order,  which  came  into  force  on  the  ist  February,  1911. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

I  have  visited  and  inspected  from  time  to  time  the  whole  of  the  Factories,  Workshops 
and  Bakehouses  within  the  District,  and  have  had  occasion  to  serve  15  notices  for  cleansing  and 
other  sanitary  matters,  all  of  which  have  been  attended  to.  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  Owners  and 
Occupiers  have  generally  shown  their  desire  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

There  are  no  underground  Bakehouses  in  the  District.  During  the  year  I  have  registered  4 
Workshops,  and  there  are  now  15  Factories,  42  Workshops  and  12  Bakehouses  upon  the  Register. 
Three  Factories  and  4  Workshops  have  been  closed. 

BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 

During  the  year  22  Plans  were  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Plans  Committee,  as 
compared  with  36  in  the  previous  year. 

One  large  alteration  and  addition  to  a  house  at  Cobham  was  commenced  and  partly  finished 
before  any  plan  was  submitted,  but  as  everything  was  being  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
Bye-Laws,  the  Council  decided  not  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

A  Portable  Building  of  two  rooms,  to  be  used  as  a  Dwelling  House,  was  erected  at  Harvel, 
Meopham,  without  an}'  plans  being  submitted.  The  Building  did  not  comply  with  the  Bye-Laws 
in  any  respect,  but  the  Council  decided  to  give  the  Owner,  a  F^'renchman  named  Normand,  an 
opportunity  of  complying  with  the  Bye-Laws,  before  taking  any  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Particulars  of  the  Plans  passed  are  given  on  the  appended  Form. 

TOWNS  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Most  of  the  time,  since  I  was  appointed  Inspection  Officer  under  this  Act,  has  been  occupied 
in  drawing  up  and  getting  ready  the  necessary  Books  and  Cards  for  keeping  detailed  records  of  the 
inspections  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Twenty-nine  Dwelling  Houses  have  been  inspected  by  myself  and  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  in  the  parishes  of  Frindsbury,  Cliffe,  Higham  and  Shorne. 

Eleven  of  the  Houses,  situate  at  Lower  Upiior,  FTiiidsbury,  were  considered  to  lie  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  a  Closing  Order  was 
made  under  Section  17  of  the  Act,  the  Owner  being  unable  to  go  to  the  expense  of  putting  them  into 
a  proper  habitable  condition. 

In  all  the  other  cases  notices  have  been  served  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  defects  will  be 
remedied  without  any  further  action  being  necessary. 

I  am  preparing  a  list  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  the  District,  of  which  early  insjiection  is 
desirable,  and  I  hope  to  submit  same  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  at  au  early  date. 
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NUISANCES. 

DETAIL  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  IN  EACH  PARISH. 
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BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 


PARISH. 

Plans  passed. 

ClifFe 

I  New  Council  School 

do. 

5  Cottages 

Cu-xton 

Conversion  of  Open  Shed  into  Cowshed 

do. 

Open  Cake  Stores 

do. 

I  Stable  and  Coach-lionse 

do. 

Oil  Mills 

do. 

I  Office 

Hailing 

I  Stable 

Higliam 

I  Dwelling-honse 

do. 

I  Dwelling-honse 

Shorne 

8  Bungalows 

do. 

I  New  ScnlleiA'  and  W.C. 

Cobliaiii 

I  Office 

do. 

I  New  Sanitary  arrangement 

do. 

I  Alteration  and  addition 

Meopham 

I  New  Sanitary  arrangement 

do. 

I  Office  and  Bath  Room 

do. 

I  New  Varnish  Works 

do. 

I  Bath  Room 

do. 

I  Dwelling-honse 

Luddesdown 

I  Bungalow 

do. 

I  Bungalow 

Total  22  plans 

NOTIFICATION  ACT. 


Table  showing  the  nature  of  each  Notification  and  the  Parish  in  which  they  occurred. 


Parish. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid. 

Phthisis. 

Total. 

F'rindsbnry 

3 

3 

3 

I 

10 

Strood 

I 

I 

Hailing 

I 

5 

2 

I 

9 

Cliffe 

I 

I 

2 

Higham 

14 

H 

Denton 

13 

2 

15 

Meopham  ... 

10 

I 

II 

Cobham 

I 

I 

Shorne 

8 

8 

I 

17 

Nnrsted 

I 

I 

Chalk 

I 

I 

51 

15 

10 

0 

3 

82 
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